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Jim Hammond Bio

Jim Hammond's first glass of wine, a burgundy that serendipitously paired particularly well with his Steak Diane, in Hong Kong in 1964 launched a life-long quest for more ideal food/wine pairings. Along the way he found the joy of discovery -- and sharing those discoveries with friends -- made the quest even more special. Jim includes wine and wine lore in his novels as well as his wine writing. 

What is the difference between a Bordeaux and a Burgundy?  Why go through the ritual of tilting, swirling, and sniffing a wine before taking the first sip?  Jim Hammond generates rave reviews as he weaves his stories in a light, humorous, and information-packed style, a skill honed by more than 30 years as a technical instructor to IT professionals – a tough crowd to please.  

Jim’s book, Wines of Enchantment:  A Guide to Finding and Enjoying the Wines of New Mexico, offers a brief history of wine growing in New Mexico, the oldest successful wine-grape growing region in the US.  It explains the ins and outs of wine tasting, its dos and don’ts as well as food pairing and then takes the reader region-by-region, winery-by-winery into the world of New Mexico’s growing wine industry. 
Jim is a monthly Artful Pairings columnist for Albuquerque Arts Magazine and regular contributor to Jane Butel's Cooking with Jane online cooking club.  He maintains a well-read wine blog The Southwestern Wine Guy,  and he stays busy with speaking engagements at wine festivals, private parties, and other types of events. He was also the Wine Country columnist for the Albuquerque Journal for two years.

"There is the beginning of a renaissance of winemaking in the southwest, and no one else seems to be representing it properly," says Jim. "What does that mean? It's writing about the history and romance of these wines, including the challenges facing those with enough passion to carve out a niche in the wine market without the panache of west coast wineries.  "My job is to write -- and talk -- about it in detail, while providing wine consumers with new markets and wines to try. Life doesn't get any better than that!"
Jim Hammond Book Signing and Interactive Talk

Event Title: What Wine Really Tastes Like
Time:  60 minutes

Ever read the tasting notes on a bottle of wine? Ever wonder if they were drinking the same wine you were? Ever wonder how much of the information was hype and how much was helpful? Ever wonder if there was a better way to discover the wines you love? 

Enjoy Jim’s interactive aroma workshop and learn

· The methodology of wine tasting



· The three acts of a wine’s flavor profile

· Tuning your wine palate




· How to choose the best wine for your palate

· Where to find great wine value

Jim will also read selections from his book on the history of grape growing and winemaking in New Mexico, and wine etiquette.

Purchase Jim’s book, Wines of Enchantment: A Guide to Finding and Enjoying the Wines of New Mexico at the special book signing price of $8.00 including tax, a 10% discount!
**No alcohol will be present or consumed at this event.  Jim’s aroma sample kit will include pure scents which are discoverable in the “nose” of many popular wines.
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